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OVERVIEW:

- Observations of common mistakes

- Tree species/site selection

- Overhead utility considerations

- Harmon Street Project case study

(cultivating partnerships)



Potential consequences of poor planting choices:

- Newly planted trees fail to establish & flourish 

(waste of time and resource$) 

- Increased maintenance costs

- Trees don’t reach full growth potential

- Cracked foundations, curbs, drives, & sidewalks

- Sight line issues; driving & pedestrian hazards

- Power outages: impacts to safety & service reliability



Right Tree, Right Place?
‘If you fail to plan, you plan to fail’

(Common parking lot plantings)



Live Oaks Planted Under 3-Phase Primary Lines



New Live oak planted 

directly under 3-phase 

lines, close to pole & 

transformer



Palms (Tiki torch?)



What came first? 

The power lines or the 

tree?



Wrong Tree Wrong Place!



Trees & Utilities:

Think Safety + Service Reliability









Consider ALL Site Variables 

BEFORE Selecting Species

• Size of planting space (above & 
below ground)

• Soil type, drainage

• Exposure to sunlight

• Proximity & height of adjacent 
buildings

• Presence of utilities (below & 
above ground)

• Distance to street intersections 
(sight line)

• Proximity of hardscape, 
sidewalks, pedestrian traffic, etc...



Know Your Species & Cultivars

• Mature height/width (plan for future size)

• Hardiness Zone 

• Tolerances (soil, light, heat, salt, drought, drainage, susceptibility to breakage etc…

• Resistance to insects/disease

• Pruning/maintenance requirements 

• Growth/branch habit, rooting habit, fruit production, foliage, blooms, etc…

• Seasonal color interest (i.e. blooms, fall color)



‘Chinese Snowball’ Viburnum



‘Zhou Zhou’ std Lorapetalum



Chinese Fringetree



‘Cherokee Princess’ Dogwood ‘Cherokee Brave’ Dogwood





‘Tonto’ Crapemyrtle ‘Tuskeegee’ Crapemyrtle
‘



Harmon Streetscape Project

Description:

Cooperative project between the City of Savannah (COS), Savannah 

Tree Foundation (STF), and Georgia Power Company (GPC) to 

improve/beautify the streetscape on the Harmon Street corridor 

between E Gwinnett Street and E Anderson Street for the benefit of 

the community.

• Narrow 2-3’ treelawns in close proximity to buildings & streets

• Overhead 3 phase primary electric distribution lines

• Inappropriate tree species for site. Primarily sweetgum trees. High 

maintenance trees prone to failure, heaving sidewalks & curbs, 

etc….

• Win, win, win! Opportunity for collaboration to effect positive 

change in the community, with positive PR for all partners



Harmon Streetscape Project

• A total of 28 undesirable trees targeted for removal (primarily 
sweetgum trees)

• GPC removed trees in cooperation with the City of Savannah (COS)

• COS removed debris & ground stumps

• COS prepared sites for replanting & selected more site appropriate 
trees (single stem crapemyrtles)

• New trees planted in cooperation with Savannah Tree Foundation 
and COS Mayor’s Youth Council

• STF coordinated all volunteers, including the Savannah Youth 
Council, which offered the additional opportunity to educate kids 
about trees!

• Local news media ran the story on the evening news



Harmon Streetscape Project (Before)



Tree Removal Phase



Planting Phase



Harmon Streetscape Project



Harmon Streetscape Project



Harmon Streetscape Project



Harmon Streetscape Project



The Harmon Street Project 
was a successful, 

collaborative, multi-agency 
right tree, right place project 

because all involved could ‘see 
the forest for the trees’ and 
recognize the long range 

benefits to the community.



Project Takeaway Message

We all share common ground! Communicate and 
work together to find it!  We can discover 

opportunities for education, collaboration, and 
partnerships that benefit all involved and the 

communities we serve.



GPC Arborist Territories



Thank You!

Questions?


