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Philip 
Schretter

◼ Graduate from UGA in 1987

◼ Began career as the 
Grounds Superintendent in 
1993

◼ Officially established the 
campus as an Arboretum in 
2001

◼ Mastermind behind the 
Arboretum’s appearance and 
purpose

◼ Retired after a successful 
career in 2022
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Welcome
◼ Welcome to the Georgia Southern University’s Armstrong Campus Arboretum. The 

Arboretum encompasses Armstrong’s 250 acre campus and displays over 150 
species of trees and over 300 species of shrubs and other woody plants. 
Developed areas of campus contain native and introduced species of trees and 
shrubs, the majority of which are labeled. Natural areas of campus contain plants 
typical in Georgia’s coastal broadleaf evergreen forests such as live oak, southern 
magnolia, red ray, horse sugar, and sparkleberry. 
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Purpose

◼ The function of the Arboretum 

can be divided into four areas; 

teaching, conservation, 

community outreach, and 

recreation. 
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Teaching

◼ The Arboretum provides 

an outdoor laboratory for 

use by faculty and 

students in Botany, 

Biology, Environmental 

Studies, Photography, 

Art, and other 

departments. 
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Conservation

◼ The Arboretum functions 

as a sanctuary for the 

preservation and 

conservation of plants. 

With collections of 

native and exotic flora, 

the Arboretum provides 

a model for 

environmentally sound 

urban landscape 

management. 
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Community 
Outreach

◼ The Arboretum allows the 

university to provide botanical 

and horticultural information to 

the community. Educational 

opportunities can be provided 

in the form of workshops, 

demonstrations, and tours. 

Maps, and plant guides allow 

the public to explore the 

Arboretum on their own. 
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Recreation

◼ The Arboretum provides a 

place where people of the 

University and the community 

may enjoy passive recreation 

in a beautiful setting. By 

walking through the collections 

or enjoying a stop on one of 

the many benches, visitors 

can renew themselves through 

contact with the natural world. 
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Collections

◼ Plant collections are an 

important component of any 

arboretum and contribute to 

establishing an arboretum’s 

identity. 

9/27/2024 9



The Conifer 
Garden
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The Ginger 
Collection
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The Fern 
Garden

9/27/2024 19



9/27/2024 20







Camellia 
Collection

9/27/2024 23



9/27/2024 24



◼  



Crapnell’s 
Camellia
Camellia 
crapnelliana
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Crapnell’s Camellia
Camellia crapnelliana

◼ Evergreen

◼ 20-30’ tall

◼ Part Shade

◼ Flowers in October
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Crapnell’s 
Camellia
Camellia 
crapnelliana

◼ Native to Hong Kong and 

China

◼ Member of the Theacaea 

family

◼ One of approximately 

100-250 species of 

evergreen shrubs and 

small trees native to 

eastern Asia
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The 
International 
Garden
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Similar 
Growing 
Conditions

Plants from Around the World



Overhead 
view of 
South 
America, 
Australia, 
and Europe
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Asia



Primitive 
Garden
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Primitive 
Garden
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Chinese Nutmeg Tree
Torreya grandis
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China Fir
Cunninghamia lanceolata
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Plant tags

9/27/2024 37



Process

• Each stake is cut to 15” 
from 8’ aluminum sticks

• Once cut to length, we 
then cut the stake to a 
point to penetrate the 
ground 

• We then bend the other 
end of the stake at an 
angle so the plant label 
can be easily read

• Once the stake is 
complete, we adhere a 
plant tag with double 
sided tape
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Laser Engraver

We are currently using a 
Laser Solution LS100 
“Gravograph”
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Mapping
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Map Data 
Base

The Arboretum now 
has an interactive 
GIS map which 
identifies plants by 
name, family, and 
native range.
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Conifer Garden 
Map

9/27/2024 42



Sciadopitys 
verticillate

‘Wintergreen’
Common: 

Umbrella Pine
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Sciadopitys 
verticillate

‘Wintergreen’
Common: 

Umbrella Pine
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Sciadopitys 
verticillate

‘Wintergreen’
Common: 

Umbrella Pine
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Metasequoia 
glyptostoboides

‘White Spot’
Common: Dawn 

Redwood
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Metasequoia 
glyptostoboides

‘White Spot’
Common: Dawn 

Redwood

9/27/2024 47



Metasequoia 
glyptostoboides
‘White Spot’
Common: Dawn 
Redwood
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Honorable Mentions
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Tung-oil Tree
Vernici fordii



Two-winged 
Silverbell
Halesia diptera
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Japanese 
Flowering 
Apricot
Prunus mume



Chinese 
Evergreen 
Dogwood
Cornus 
elliptica



Red 
Buckeye
Aesculus 
pavia



Bunya pine
Araucaria 
bidwillii 

Not recommended 
to plant near 
pedestrian 
walkways!!!
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~ 9 pounds! Longleaf vs Bunya



Thanks for 
listening!
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