
The Evolution of the Consulting 
Arborist into a Design Professional



What We Will Discuss

• 40 years of change in our industry

• Who are Consulting Arborists and 

Design Professionals

• Engaging in the Design Process

• Case Studies
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asca-consultants.org

Who is a Consulting Arborist ?

A consulting arborist is the authoritative expert on trees and brings an 

objective, comprehensive viewpoint to their clients – ensuring the 

safety, health and preservation of trees.

The Clients of the consulting arborist include:

• Property Owners

• Municipalities

• Contractors

• Attorneys

• Insurance Professionals

• Landscape Architects

• Developers

• Engineers 

• Other Arborists



asca-consultants.org

What Services 

could a 

Consulting Arborist Provide?
• Contract Preparation and Supervision

• Diagnosis of Tree and Landscape Problems

• Expert Witness and Litigation

• Forensic Investigations

• Tree Risk Assessments and Surveys

• Insect Disease Identification and Management

• Municipal Ordinance Development

• Plant Healthcare Programs

• Training and Education

• Tree, Landscape, and Nursery Appraisals

• Tree Management for Arboreta, Golf Courses, and Nurseries

• Tree Plant Inventories

• Tree Planting Programs

• Tree Protection for Construction Projects
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www.usgbc.org



sustainableinfrastructure.org



http://www.sustainablesites.org/



https://www2.living-future.org/





i-Tree Design

design.itreetools.org

Web application

(any web browser)

Homeowner / 

Parcel level tool.

Easy to use.



climatechange.lta.org/green-infrastructure/



The Atlanta BeltLine will require 

SITES certification for future parks

Currently, Atlanta BeltLine sustainability guidelines require compliance with 

the SITES Rating System, ensuring that the Atlanta BeltLine corridor will be built 

using best practices in green design and construction.

Jasmine Day,  12 Jul 2018

https://beltline.org/progress/progress/environmental-progress/initiatives/green-materials-design-and-construction/
http://www.sustainablesites.org/certification-guide


Austin will require all future Parks and 

Recreation projects to achieve SITES 

certification

By Hannah Su • July 27, 2022 • News, ProfessionalPractice, Southwest, Sustainability

https://www.archpaper.com/author/hannah_su/
https://www.archpaper.com/category/print/news-print/
https://www.archpaper.com/category/subject/professional-practice/
https://www.archpaper.com/category/region/southwest/
https://www.archpaper.com/category/subject/sustainability/


Rhode Island Amends its Green Buildings Act

The legislation expands the requirement that public projects meet 

a LEED, LEED for Neighborhood 

Development and/or SITES certification to include public 

buildings, public structures and public real property of cities and 

local governments. The original law applied to state projects, state 

agencies and “political subdivisions thereof.”

www.usgbc.org/articles/rhode-island-amends-its-green-buildings-act

Image credit: mandritoiu, Adobe Stock.

Rebecca Price Aug 05, 2022

https://www.usgbc.org/leed
https://www.usgbc.org/leed/rating-systems/neighborhood-development
http://www.sustainablesites.org/
https://www.usgbc.org/people/rebecca-price/0011461727
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The Future …

Who will take care of our urban forests?

• Civil Engineer? Urban Planners? Watershed?

Landscape Architects? Director of the Arborist Division?

• Trees as Green Infrastructure

• Climate Change will drive species selection

• Future ordinance writers making it mandatory

for a consulting arborist to be part of the design team

• Sadly, arborists are not recognized as professionals

• No Credential available that specifically addresses

Arboriculture with Site Design in mind 
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Elements of Project Evolution

•Concept

•Request for Proposal (RFP)

•Schematic Design (30%)

•Design & Development (60%-90%)

•Construction Documents (100%)
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Owner

Architect
Landscape 

Architect

Civil 

Engineer

Irrigation, 

Etc.

100% 

Construction 

Documents

General 

Contractor

ARBORIST
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We Need a Non-Traditional

Approach

to

Site Design!



http://www.sustainablesites.org/
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Owner, Architect, Civile Engineer, Landscape 

Architect, Operations, Maintenance, Irrigation, 

Arborist, etc.

100% 

Construction 

Documents

General Contractor, 

ARBORIST



A design professional can be one of 

several different types of specialists:

• A licensed Architect

• A licensed Landscape Architect

• A registered Professional Engineer

• A licensed Land Surveyor

https://furukawacastles.com/

Who is a Design Professional?

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=CIV&sectionNum=8014.&article=1.&highlight=true&keyword=design%20professional


If we maintain that design is not just a job, 

but a profession, like being an architect or 

a doctor or lawyer, then we must also 

accept the responsibilities and obligations 

that come with it. 

Being a design professional is not merely a 

badge of acceptance. The title implies 

adherence to a code of professional 

behavior; it implies that we 

have obligations towards society and that 

there are lines that we are professionally

bound not to cross.

https://www.theicod.org/

The common theme with any professional trade is a

strict adherence to the highest level of moral and ethical

standards during the performance of a given task



How Do You Get a Seat at the Table?

It is critical that you gain the respect and trust of 

other design professionals:

• Credentials

• ISA Certified Arborist

• ISA Board Certified Master Arborist

• ISA Municipal Arborist Specialist

• Tree Risk Assessment Qualification (TRAQ)

• SITES AP

• ENV SP

• Education

• Experience

• Excellent Communication Skills

• You must understand how to communicate 

effectively in the language of other trades:

• Architect

• Civil Engineer

• Landscape Architect
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cdn.ymaws.com/americanhort.site-ym.com/resource/collection/38ED7535-9C88-45E5-AF44-

01C26838AD0C/ANSI_Nursery_Stock_Standards_AmericanHort_2014.pdf
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1926 Subpart P App B - Sloping and Benching | Occupational Safety and Health Administration (osha.gov)

https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1926/1926SubpartPAppB
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https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/0ThyCDkJ81u0kNwkUlDWCE?domain=nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com
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David Dechant LEED AP, SITES AP, ENV SP

ISA Board Certified Master Arborist

ISA Certified Municipal Specialist

ISA Qualified Tree Risk Assessor

Arborguard Tree Specialists

ddechant@arborguard.com

404-354-2638

mailto:ddechant@arborguard.com

