
The Evolution of the Consulting 
Arborist into a Design Professional



What We Will Discuss

Å40 years of change in our industry

ÅWho are Consulting Arborists and 

Design Professionals

ÅEngaging in the Design Process

ÅCase Studies
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asca-consultants.org

Who is a Consulting Arborist ?

A consulting arborist is the authoritative expert on trees and brings an 

objective, comprehensive viewpoint to their clients ïensuring the 

safety, health and preservation of trees.

The Clients of the consulting arborist include:

ÅProperty Owners

ÅMunicipalities

ÅContractors

ÅAttorneys

Å Insurance Professionals

ÅLandscape Architects

ÅDevelopers

ÅEngineers 

ÅOther Arborists



asca-consultants.org

What Services 

could a 

Consulting Arborist Provide?
ÅContract Preparation and Supervision

ÅDiagnosis of Tree and Landscape Problems

ÅExpert Witness and Litigation

ÅForensic Investigations

ÅTree Risk Assessments and Surveys

ÅInsect Disease Identification and Management

ÅMunicipal Ordinance Development

ÅPlant Healthcare Programs

ÅTraining and Education

ÅTree, Landscape, and Nursery Appraisals

ÅTree Management for Arboreta, Golf Courses, and Nurseries

ÅTree Plant Inventories

ÅTree Planting Programs

ÅTree Protection for Construction Projects



Picture Courtesy of D. Dechant



www.usgbc.org



sustainableinfrastructure.org



http://www.sustainablesites.org/



https://www2.living-future.org/





i-Tree Design

design.itreetools.org

Web application

(any web browser)

Homeowner / 

Parcel level tool.

Easy to use.



climatechange.lta.org/green-infrastructure/



The Atlanta BeltLine will require 

SITES certification for future parks

Currently, Atlanta BeltLine sustainability guidelinesrequire compliancewith 

theSITES Rating System, ensuring that the Atlanta BeltLine corridor will be built 

using best practices in green design and construction.

Jasmine Day,  12 Jul 2018

https://beltline.org/progress/progress/environmental-progress/initiatives/green-materials-design-and-construction/
http://www.sustainablesites.org/certification-guide


Austin will require all future Parks and 

Recreation projects to achieve SITES 

certification

By Hannah SuÅJuly 27, 2022ÅNews, ProfessionalPractice, Southwest, Sustainability

https://www.archpaper.com/author/hannah_su/
https://www.archpaper.com/category/print/news-print/
https://www.archpaper.com/category/subject/professional-practice/
https://www.archpaper.com/category/region/southwest/
https://www.archpaper.com/category/subject/sustainability/


Rhode Island Amends its Green Buildings Act

The legislation expands the requirement that public projects meet 

aLEED, LEED for Neighborhood 

Developmentand/orSITEScertification to include public 

buildings, public structures and public real property of cities and 

local governments. The original law applied to state projects, state 

agencies and ñpolitical subdivisions thereof.ò

www.usgbc.org/articles/rhode-island-amends-its-green-buildings-act

Image credit: mandritoiu, Adobe Stock.

RebeccaPrice Aug 05, 2022

https://www.usgbc.org/leed
https://www.usgbc.org/leed/rating-systems/neighborhood-development
http://www.sustainablesites.org/
https://www.usgbc.org/people/rebecca-price/0011461727
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The Future é

Who will take care of our urban forests?

Å Civil Engineer? Urban Planners? Watershed?

Landscape Architects? Director of the Arborist Division?

Å Trees as Green Infrastructure

Å Climate Change will drive species selection

Å Future ordinance writers making it mandatory

for a consulting arborist to be part of the design team

Å Sadly, arborists are not recognized as professionals

Å No Credential available that specifically addresses

Arboriculture with Site Design in mind 
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Elements of Project Evolution

ÅConcept

ÅRequest for Proposal (RFP)

ÅSchematic Design (30%)

ÅDesign & Development (60%-90%)

ÅConstruction Documents (100%)
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